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ment which has been the dominant fact in the
political evolution of India during the last one
hundred years.
The division of central and local power in
the federal constitutions of the self-governing
Dominions also reveals two important facts.
The position in Australia fundamentally differs
from the position in Canada. A full analysis
of this difference is made in Chapter IV. The
first important point for our present purpose
is that though in these countries there were no
forces of historical particularism fighting for
the maintenance of sovereign authority, yet it
was realised that the development of local
institutions and the strict limitation of central
authority were not merely necessary but funda-
mental. Secondly, it is remarkable that an
alteration of the respective powers of the central
and local governments can only be effected by
special methods: in Australia by a referendum;
in Canada by a change in the British North
America Act. The change is not left at the
discretion of the central legislature, of which
the power is strictly limited.
Nowhere else was the reconciliation between
tihe claims of localfsovereignty and the demands
of the central government so satisfactorily